
 

Upper School Summer Reading — 2026  

Students must pick at least three books from the list to read before school starts. In the fall, 
students will write reflective essays and give presentations in response to their chosen books.  

One of the three books you read must be the book that your name is next to. You are welcome to 
read books with other people’s names next to them as well.  

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams — Mingus  
Watership Down by Richard Adams — Grayson  
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie  
Life After Life by Kate Atkinson  
Parable of the Sower by Octavia Butler  
The Turn of the Screw by Henry James — Caroline  
Washington Square by Henry James  
The Vegetarian by Han Kang — Anika  
The MANIAC by Benjamin Labatut — Declan  
A Wizard of Earthsea by Ursula K. LeGuin  
All the Pretty Horses by Cormac McCarthy  
Station Eleven by Emily St. John Mandel — Riley  
Atonement by Ian McEwan — Arabella  
The Sympathizer by Viet Thanh Nguyen  
The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien — Max  
Tenth of December by George Saunders — Oliver  
How to Be Both by Ali Smith  
The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie by Muriel Spark — Gemma  
The Secret History by Donna Tartt — Ann  
Annihilation by Jeff Vandermeer — Vivian  
Cat’s Cradle by Kurt Vonnegut  
Salvage the Bones by Jesmyn Ward 


